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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 12-01-2003 



G-IV-C-057 
Dodson House 
Shallrnar 
Private 

ca. 1908 

The Dodson House is a duplex, two story, hip-roofed building of balloon 
frame construction. Its basic configuration is a four bay by two bay square 
plan with a one story, shed-roofed kitchen wing across the rear. The facade 
has a symmetrical, four bay arrangement with two center doors that are 
sheltered by a shed-roofed porch on turned posts. The building rests on a 
wooden post foundation that is covered by a plain board watertable. Board 
and batten siding covers the exterior walls and two over two sash windows 
light the house on all elevations. The interior is divided into two, one 
family units by a partition wall in the center. Each unit consists of five 
rooms. This house is the last surviving building in Dodson, an early twentieth 
century, company-owned coal mining town. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Dodson House 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shallmar Rd. - SE side, 1.4 miles SW of North Hill Rd. 
CITY.TOWN 

Shallmar )( VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

DISTRICT 

j;BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC °(OCCUPIED 

"*PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_:_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

fao 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 
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CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Garrett Coumty Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Third and Alder Streets 
CITY. TOWN 

Oakland m REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6th 
COUNTY 

Garrett County 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL )(PRIVATE RESIOrnCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 
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Maryland 21550 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

}(FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

G-:=-c-os-; 

CHECK ONE 

}(ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dodson House is located on the Southeast side of Shallmar Road 
approximately 1.4 miles southwest of its junction with North Hill Road. 
It is situated between Short Run and the North Branch of the Potomac 
River with its facade pointing southeast, toward the road. 

The house is a duplex, two story, hip-roofed building of balloon 
frame construction. Its basic configuration is a four bay by two bay 
square plan with a one story, shed-roofed kitchen wing across the rear 
(NW elevation). A shed-roofed porch is located on each side of this 
wing (NE and SW elevations) and a shed-roofed addition was recently 
constructed on its west corner. The facade has a symmetrical, four bay 
arrangement with two c~nter doors that are sheltered by a shed-roofed 
porch on turned posts. 

The building rests on a wooden post foundation that is covered by 
a plain board watertable. Board and batten siding covers the exterior 
walls and two over two sash windows light the house on all elevations. 
The roof is covered with asphalt roll siding and has boxed rafter ends 
with a plain board frieze below. An interior brick stove chinmey is 
located near the northeast elevation between the two- bays. 

The interior is divided into two, one family units by a partition 
wall in the center. Each unit consists of five rooms. The facade door 
enters into the front room with a dining room directly behind it and the 
kitchen in the rear wing. Two bedrooms are located upstairs. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
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_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

){1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

~GRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

bRCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

~RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES ca.1908 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

This house is the last surviving building in Dodson, an early 
twentieth century, company-owned coal mining town. Seven mines 
were located at Dodson.l 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1 

,,,.-- ...,...... c ,...~ 
..::r--~ - -O'.:J I 

~+lea K, Swartz and Wilham A, Baker, Jr, Second Report on the 
Coals of Maryland 7 Maryland Geological Survey, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 
1920}, p. 255. 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

IIIJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 
June 1981 

TELEPHONE 

(301) 269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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G-IV-C-057 
Dodson House 
Garrett Co .• MD 
Valerie Cesna 3/31/81 
Facade: SE elev. 
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Dodson House 
Garrett Co . , MD 
Valerle Cesna 3/31/81 

Rear: NW elev. 


